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Dear Members,

Pack your picnic, blanket and chairs! The town’s annual
Independence Day celebration will take place on Wednesday, July 5 at the Village Park.
Come as early as you like to pick your favorite viewing
spot and enjoy the day. The music begins at 6:30 p.m.,
when the Mercer County Symphonic Band, a perennial
favorite, sets up in the gazebo. Patriotic and popular tunes
will be the order of the day. At dusk, the sky over
Brainerd Lake will be awash with the glow of hundreds of
fireworks.
In the event of rain, the fireworks will take place on
Thursday, July 6th at dusk. There will not be a concert
prior.
The Independence Day fireworks and music are cosponsored by the Society and the Township’s Cultural and
Heritage Committee.

Normadelle Swale,
Vice-President & Program Chair

As this newsletter shows, the Society has been very
active this year.
Congratulations to the Website Committee (Rob Diamond, Roi Taylor, and Dave Szabo) for launching the
Society’s new website, www.cranburyhistory.org. The
site currently utilizes information the Society already
provided in print or through the Lions Club’s website.
Our plan is to develop it into an online exhibition, research, and communication tool, as well.
Congratulations also to the Float Committee for garnering “Best Float” honors at the Memorial Day Parade.
Led by Peter Turner, the freshmen Trustees (especially
Mary Beth Graydon, Fiona Romaine, and Mia Lindberg)
created an eye-catching tribute to the old barns on Cranbury Neck Road. Rob Diamond was a great help, too,
acquiring and driving the tractor that pulled the float.
The float provided an excellent opportunity to inform
local residents about preserving the barns as a community park. As many of you know, the Society, the Lions
Club, and the Township are working together to develop
a preservation plan. The Society has agreed to administer private contributions for the project. Donations can
be sent to: Barn Preservation Fund, Cranbury Historical
and Preservation Society, PO Box 77, Cranbury, NJ
08512.
If and when it comes to fruition, the barn preservation
project will require a lot of community involvement.
With your help as donors and volunteers, the Society
will play an integral role and Cranbury will end up another remarkable community resource.
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Landscaping Materials Sought
The Society is seeking donations of hardscape materials for use at the Museum. Stones, bricks, pavers,
railroad ties all are needed to spruce up the paths and
beds around the Museum. If you have any of the
above leftover from a project, please contact Norma
Swale, at 655-3028. Please note that materials will
be accepted only if they can be used in the landscape
design. Please do not bring materials to the Museum; Norma Swale will arrange pick up for you.

Fall Fashions for the Home Garden
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In Memoriam

The Society notes with sadness the passing of two longstanding members.
Margaret B. “Midge” Paul
Midge Paul passed away on April 5 at her home. A resident of Cranbury for the past 42
years, she was born in Franklin Township and was retired from Johnson & Johnson of New
Brunswick. Midge was a member of the Cranbury Lioness Club, the Woman’s Club of
Cranbury, the Golden Age Neighbors and the Society. She volunteered both at the Elms
Nursing Home and with the Society for many years.
Gilman N. “Gil” Cyr, Ph.D.
Gil Cyr passed away on May 30 at home. Born in Van Buren, Maine, he was a Cranbury
resident for many years. Gil retired in 1991 after 38 years in pharmaceutical research at the
Squibb Institute for Medical Research. Gil was Treasurer of the Historical Society for five
years and sat on the Society’s Finance Committee for an additional two years. Gil is survived by his wife of 61 years, Theresa, four sons, two daughters and their families.

CHPS W EBSITE U PDATE
R OB D IAMOND
T he CHPS Website is almost complete, and we should be announcing its availability very soon. It features sections
on the Museum, the History Center, an online events calendar, photo tours, and much more. Also, you will be able
to sign up for email alerts so that you can receive announcements and news related to CHPS. We will be
enhancing the functionality of the website over the next year. Eventually, we hope the website can be a sort of
"online museum and history center" where users can go to do research and see historical exhibits.

C RANBURY ~ W AY B ACK W HEN ...

Welcome New Members

We are happy to welcome members new to the Society since October 2005:
Maryann Colombo, Kevin and Cheryl Coyle, James and Kaoru Fahey, Walter and Elizabeth Gay, Patricia Ierley,
Charles Ill and Linda Mazzo-Ill, Theresa Marzarella, Lars and Marlynne Mawn, Patrick and Cheryl McCormick, Hank
Perrine, William and Denise Reilley, Mort and Sally Shakun, Christopher and Renee Welch.

HELLO? HAVE YOU RENEWED? This is just one more friendly reminder that we need your 2006 dues and contributions to continue the Society’s activities.
Early renewals for the year look promising, compared to the rate of renewals at this time last year. We are stepping
up new membership recruitment efforts this year and will ask you more than once to keep your membership current, to
consider a donation in addition to your dues amount, and to introduce your friends and neighbors to our work with gift
memberships. Your financial assistance and help as volunteers is vital.
The National Trust for Historic Preservation has designated May as National Preservation Month. To help recognize
the importance of history and preservation, the Membership Committee will conduct a membership drive and sponsor
special programs. Over the next few months, we’ll keep you informed about their development and encourage you to
participate as much as possible.

2006 MEMBERSHIP
Mail checks to: Cranbury Historical & Preservation Society. P.O. Box 77, Cranbury, NJ 08512
Membership Status (check one): ___New ___Renewal
Membership Category (check one):
__Individual, $15.00
__Sponsor, $35.00

__Family, $25.00
__Patron, $50.00 or more

__Corporate, $150.00 or more

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:_________________________________Email:________________________________________________
Matching gifts are a significant source of support for the Society. If you work (or have retired from) one of the hundreds of companies that generously match employee donations, please don’t let this opportunity pass you by. Just ask
your Personnel Office for a Matching Gift form, fill it in and send it to us. We’ll do the rest. Together we can continue to preserve our unique heritage.
Please consider one or more of the following volunteer opportunities:
Museum docent:___

Social functions:___

House tour:__

Educational programs:___

Fund raising:___

Publicity:___

Other:

E XHIBIT H IGHLIGHTS N EW
A CQUISITIONS
The Museum’s current, long-term exhibition
will include many never before seen items. Recent acquisitions, including the L’Hommedieu’s
gifts described at left, will be on display in the
Perrine Wing of the Museum, along with other
objects that have been received by the Society.
Curators DonJo Swanagan and Jerry Pevahouse
put together this display which will no doubt have
“something for everyone.” Thank you to the
many individuals who each year generously entrust their heirlooms to the Society for display and
research.

Cranbury Historical & Preservation Society
4 Park Place East
P.O. Box 77
Cranbury, NJ 08512

Cranbury Museum
4 Park Place East
Open Sundays 1 to 4 pm and by appt.
Ph: 609/655-2611
Cranbury History Center
6 South Main Street
Open Tuesdays 10:30 am to 1:30 pm & by
appt.
Ph: 609/860-1889
Email: historycenter@comcast.net

A M
& G

D

R
S

On Memorial Day, 2006, during the service at the Civil War
Soldier's Monument in Brainerd Cemetery, we had a special
presentation at which Mr. and Mrs. Paige L'Hommedieu
presented to the Society four Civil War items from Mr.
L’Hommedieu’s grandfather, Pvt. Roderick Bradley a drummer in Company H, 14th NJ Volunteers. The items include
framed copies of a rare Company H roster, a framed document listing the battles of the company, Roderick’ discharge
paper and a Confederate Calvary officer's sword, a souvenir
which Bradley had brought back from the war. After the
ceremony, a few members of the Society had lunch with the
L'Hommedieu’s at the Cranbury Inn. Though his family has
Cranbury connections, this was the first time Mr. and Mrs.
L'Hommedieu had ever attended our Memorial Day parade.

